
Nordstjernan  December 1, 1910



Laugh Fest

"COMEDY, CONCERT, DANCE Saturday December 3rd at Mænnerchor
Hall presented by THE SVEA CHORAL SOCIETY assisted by America’s
foremost  Swedish  humorist,  cartoonist  and  impersonator.  Charley
Widdén has  promised  to  give  us  an evening  of  laughter,  the  likes  of
which we have never seen in these parts. And that he is the man to keep
such a promise is known by all who have made his acquaintance. As a
storyteller  Widdén is  unsurpassed in  Swedish-America,  thanks  to  his
great  ability  to  faithfully  reproduce Swedish dialects  such as the  one
from Skåne and others in English. He will perform as a tramp, cartoonist
and impersonator of characters from everyday life etc. SVEA will sing its
best songs under the leadership of director Arvid Åkerlind. PIANO SOLO
by  Mr.  David  Elville,  who  will  also  accompany  Mr.  Widdén.  DANCE
MUSIC provided by the band Framåt (Forward). DANCING ALL NIGHT.
Admission, including hat check, 50¢. Tickets available at the usual sales
locations."



Nordstjernan ~ December 8, 1910

Concert review excerpt

The Svea Choral Society’s entertainment evening at Mænnerchor Hall on
Saturday December 3rd was an altogether successful affair . . . As an
added attraction the committee had engaged Mr. Chas. G. Widden from
Worcester, which turned out to be an excellent idea.  Mr. Widden is an
extremely  versatile  talent  —  always  charming,  never  coarse.  He
understands the art of constantly keeping the public in good spirits and
never resorts to buffoonery and artifice. 

As I  said,  Mr.  Widden can do a little  bit  of  everything.  He’s a skilled
juggler, cartoonist and mimic, who knows how to sing a funny song or
spin a yarn. He also had the audience completely with him the whole
time and was compelled by enthusiastic applause to extend his program.
In the future Mr. Widden’s name on the bill should be a real drawing
card.

         



Nordstjernan ~ January 28, 1916

An  evening  of  entertainment  and  dance  given  by  America’s  foremost
Swedish humorist, cartoonist and impersonator: Chas. G. Widden.  8 PM
Sunday February 6 at the Teutonia Assembly Rooms.  Music performed
by the popular accordion virtuosos John Lager and Eric Olson.  C. G.
Widden’s  program  will  include  the  tramp  Kolingen,  juggling,  chalk
talking,  impersonations from everyday life  and more.  Come and hear
Widden,  who  made  “Kostervalsen”  popular  in  America.   Widden  will
recite and sing the numbers you’ve heard on the phonograph.



Nordstjernan ~ February 8, 1916



The evening’s entertainment and dance that had been arranged by the
popular and highly regarded humorist Chas. G. Widden this past Sunday
evening in the small meeting room of the Teutonia Assembly Rooms was
in every respect a successful event.  Mr. Widden could rejoice in the jam-
packed house and the immense enjoyment of the audience, which was
expressed again and again with resounding applause.

Mr. Widden began with his portrayal of the tramp Kolingen, followed by a
rendition of cheerful songs and ample proof of his talent as a juggler.
Then  the  well-known accordion  virtuosos  John Lager  and Eric  Olson
played a  few pieces,  which were  received with great  enthusiasm.  Mr.
Widden performed once more and sang several of the humorous songs in
his inexhaustible repertoire.
 
Next he took the audience by storm with some imitations from everyday
life. He truly has no equal as a mimic among the Swedes in America.
Although  his  upbringing  was  completely  American,  he  imitates  with
astonishing  accuracy  several  Swedish  provincial  dialects;  just  as
impressive are his versions of the English spoken by immigrants such as
the Irish, German, Swedish, Italian and more.

When Mr. Widden had entertained the crowd for more than an hour, the
chairs were cleared away so that the young people could have a dance. In
response  to  the  crowd’s  insistent  requests  Mr.  Widden  performed
between dances, and every time he did the hall resounded with laughter
and applause. Dance music was provided by  Messrs. John Lager and
Eric Olson.  

Mr. Widden, who formerly resided in Worcester, Mass., moved here some
time ago, where he has, needless to say, found much more space for his
talents. A week from Saturday he will be performing in Bridgeport, CT.

— Introduction to the review when reprinted in the Worcester press —

"OUR CALLE WIDDEN" MAKES HIS FORTUNE IN NEW YORK
Svea 02-09-16

"From the latest edition of the New York newspaper Nordstjernan we have
clipped with pleasure the following, which speaks for itself."  



Nordstjernan ~ March 6, 1917

On Sunday March 11, 1917 Charles G. Widden presented an evening of
entertainment  at  the  Teutonia  Assembly  Rooms. Widden's  program
included the new songs Nya Kostervalsen, Beata and Kvinnsvisan. Dance
music was provided by Lydia Swanson, Robert Olson and Fritz Ekman.



Nordstjernan ~ February 19, 1918

Chas. G. Widdén is holding his third annual entertainment evening and
dance. The new items on the program will include: “Kalle” and “Agata”
(comic songs); a New York parody of Stockholms-valsen by Hellström, the
latest hit, written for the evening by C. G. W. New recitations of Fröding,
Oscar Stjerne etc. and — last but not least — dialect songs performed in
Lars  Bondeson  attire;  “Slåtterölet”  “Kalle  mä  klavere”  and  others.
Alternating singing and dancing throughout the evening. Music provided
by Miss Lydia Swanson, Robert Olson et al.   



Nordstjernan ~ February 26, 1918

This past Sunday the Teutonia Assembly Rooms hosted an evening of
entertainment and public  dancing.  The event,  which was attended by
many, had been arranged by the popular singer and humorist Charles G.
Widden. In the course of  the evening Mr. Widden performed on three
separate occasions,  and his program included several new songs.  The
final  segment  consisted  entirely  of  Lars  Bondeson  songs.  To  perform
them Mr.  Widden  had dressed  himself  in  an outfit,  which  somewhat
resembled the one Sweden’s beloved singer used to wear. Between the
comic  performances  there  was  dancing  to  the  music  of  Miss  Lydia
Swanson, Robert Olson and Fritz Ekman.





Svea ~ February 9, 1921



With Charlie Widdén at a lively celebration

On Thursday February 3rd Charles G. Widdén appeared at Horticulture
Hall  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  It  had  been  a  long  time  since  he
performed in his hometown, and the auditorium was filled to capacity
with  Swedes  from  Quinsigamond  (Worcester) and  other  nearby
communities. So great was the crowd that the gathering resembled an
early morning Christmas service more than an evening of entertainment.
The  concert  was  reviewed by  “Hans  Sax”,  a  pen  name also  used  by
Gustaf Fröding for some of his journalistic pieces. 

Widdén sang comic songs, told funny stories and recited humorous verse
as the grinning audience laughed until it cried. The longer he was on
stage the funnier he became, and people forgot that they had to work in
the morning. He didn’t worry too much about the announced program
but  did  as  he  pleased  while  singing  ditties,  telling  tales  and
impersonating Swedes, Irishmen, Germans and Jews.

“It was the most enjoyable evening we’ve had in ages,” wrote Hans Sax,
“of that it is certain”.

It is Widdén’s mission to give happiness to hard-working people,  who
need relief from their daily toil. He brings them laughter no matter how
tired or sorrowful they might be.

NOTE: The reviewer did not attend Widdén’s second concert on Saturday
February 5th but reported that it was similarly well attended.



Nordstjernan ~ June 17, 1921

CHAS.  G.  WIDDEN’S  6th  annual  Entertainment  evening  and  dance.
Saturday the 18th of June at the Anderson Assembly Rooms. Widden
performs as the “fun” tramp Kolingen with a brand new program. Dance
music by Louis Peterson’s Union Orchestra. Admission $1. (Includes coat
check and war tax.)

In 1916 Charles G. Widdén began giving an annual “Widdén evening” at
the Teutonia Assembly Rooms (later the Anderson Assembly Rooms).  He
continued  this  tradition  until  at  least  1921.  For  these  evenings,
organized by Widdén himself, he sometimes wrote parody song lyrics or
wore special costumes.

KNOWN DATES
February 6, 1916
March 11, 1917

February 24, 1918
June 18, 1921
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